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uest for Clue 


JFK Killing 


David Ltii vi as three yean old *ben John F 
h’cnnedv was shot in Dallas. As a student al Beverly 
MM mph School . Lui was intrigued by the event and 
in eat/ studying if As he reran the famous Zapruder 
film he saw something that no one apfmrentJy had 
noticed before — a little girl chasing the presidential 
limousine who suddenly stops, startled. W&s this in 
rvsfcow to the sound of gunfire? If so. It could cause 
draft ie rethinking of the various conspiracy versus lone 
gunman theories - because of the girl's position in 
rota) ion to the reactions of the victims in the limousine 
Hut ' \^ho was this nameless, almost faceless child? This 
is l lie .dory of David Lut s search. 

By Pnrid Lni 
Special itCThe Chronicle • 

I walchrd the silent iapruder film for wbat must 
Have been the . f »0th time that night. Suddenly, 1 saw 
something that startled me: a young girl, running to 
Keep pace with the presidential limousine, stopped 
abruptly and turned toward the Texas School Book 
Depository — before any shots were supposed to have 
hoed fired. 

klany assawlnallo|(Westigatdn have Mid that the 
killing was a conspiracy ^ not because of the existence 
of a second gun, other bullets or witiiet*fl who saw a 
second assassin, but because the ihoti were fired too 
close together, too quickly lop that particular guns 
nu t Nanism to fire twice. " • t ' 

But If the first shot had been fired ehrlier than 
ihnv thought, that would have left enough time for one 

assassin to have fired all the shots. 


► 


. was jnot an expert, t studied the Kennedy 
assassination for an extra credit project while I was a 
freshman at BeVerly Hills High School. I became so 
engrossed with my study of the murder that I wrote to 
a mailorder house for a $15 video tape of the Zapruder 
film 

I can t calculate the number of hours I spent at 
nearby I 'OLA using their equipment to run the film 
( r. t* r and over I haunted the used book stores of !a>s 
A ngeles searching for any information on the asaatsi 
nation : ; 4> v . 

IV Zapruder film has no sound If it did there 
wnuld be no difficulty in discovering exactly when the 
shots were fired. 

I roIlH the film again so I could take a closer look 
*i! the girl. She was ahout 10* wore a red skirt and a 
white lop and was Caucasian. 

I knew that there were many possibilities why a 10- 
v«'Rr<dd might stop running: ma\be her parents called 
her hack. <he might simply have become tired, hut just 
possibly she stopped running in reaction to a rifle shot. 

I believ'd the theory that the president bad been 
the victim of more than one assassin. The most eommou 
r eason for c oncluding that Lee Harvey Oswald had not 
itenn the sole assassin in the plaza that day was some 
simple arithmetic applied to the Zapruder film. 


I knew from my reading that Oswald s gun could 
fire onlv one bullet every 2.3 second?. The FBI 
calculated that 183 frames of movie film passed 
through Zapruders Bell and Howell camera every 
secohd. If the Zapruder film revealed a shot striking 
the tar or Its occupants more frequently than once 
every 42 frames (2.3 seconds multiplied by the camera s 
18.3 frames per second) the assassination of the 
president must have been a conspiracy, since Oswald s 
gun could not have fired fast enough to do the Job 
alone. 

Unfortunately. Abraham Zapruder was not a 
professional cameraman. When he chose bis position to 
film the parade, he did not realize that the limousine 
and Its occupants would be obscured from bta lens by a 
freeway sign. At frame 210, appeartng to be unlmtt. 
President Kennedy fell from yiew behind the sign! Tie 
emerged from the other side of the »lga at frame 225 of 
the film with both hands to his throats the effect of a 
huliat wound. The Warren CommiMkba felt that it 
woufci not be possible to pinpoint the egactUii^^f the 
first phot due to the interference of Uto sfcn. Therefore, 
it sufficed to say that President Kennedy Was ihot 
while lie was obscured by the freeway sign. 

Al frame 238 of the film a shot hits Governor John 
Comially The bullet pierced and collapsed his lung. 
Like a deflating balloon, the collapse forced the breath 
which the governor had Just drawn back up his 
windpipe and out his mouth. This motion is seen 
starting at frame 241 of the film, Just after his shoulder 
is thrust forward. 

This being the case, I subtracted the frame in 
which President Kennedy was shot from the frame in 
which Connally was hit and found that 28 frames at 
most elapsed between the two shots (238-210 28). This 
was not enough time for Oswald s gun to be the sole 
firing weapon. . 

If, as shown, COnnally was shot at frame 238, then 
the Earlier shot would have to have hit the president 
not at frame' 210, hut before frame 198 for a lone 
futaMin using Oswald's gun to have been responsible 
for both shots (238425-196). With this in mind many 
peopje had surmised that the assassination was a 
conspiracy. 

But the little girl stopped running at frame 197 of 
the Zapruder film, if she stopped running in reaction to 
a shot, that would mean that the first shot was fired 
much earlier than any researcher had assumed. 

Of all the witnesses in the plaza that day, she was 
closest to the president when the. first shot hit him. I 
kneW that from her vantage point 15 feet behind the 
president, she was even close enough to see the bullet's 
impact. 

If she had indeed stopped running In reaction to a 
shot would have placed the time of the first shot, not 
at frames 2KV255, as the Warren Commission had said, 
but before frame I9& 

I knew that If I ever found the girl, and found out 
that she did stop running In reaction to a shot, I would 
have, to change my theory from the conspiracy to single 
aasa^iin v \ * 


* * * 
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E ivav DAY after school. I rap down to the cltv 
| library to search through’ the 2« volumes of 
|e\ldence collected by the Warren Commission, 
iiooklpg for some reference to the little girl 
However. I wasn't able to find a sign that anyone had 
ever made reference to her, let alone Interviewed her 

Later that week. I asked a ftl&nJ to drive me to a 
store- In another part of town: Suddenly. I had an 
. inslefct into the assassination. I realized that this girl a 
lOyeir-old, w*» too young to go see a parade downtow n 
» by hfrself; someone probably drove her down to see 
the president that day, possibly a parent. That person 
might be listed among the known witnesses 

/ That week. I started to collect as complete a list as 
i Possible of the known witnesses. It was a gargantuan 
task. Only a small percentage of the total number of 
witnesses had actually bwri interviewed by the Warren 
^Cotnmtesfcn. Most had simply filed a deposition with 
the Dallas Couuty Sheriff s Office on a one-page form. 

Another group received only a Heeling reference 
in the commission Mies. Usually I saw, to my 
amazement, that the Warren Commission had made no 
attempt to locale a wltnes.s logged in this manner. I had 
no guarantee that the girl s parents were among the 
known witnesses, but I knew that it was mv last chant e 
to find her. 

One of tin* major constraints ohfmy research was 
lifted when I saw a complete set of the Warren 
Commission books selling at a \x>s Angeles swap meet 1 
closed ni> savings account, and bought the books tor 


} Mloweti every l*»ad I could dig up that might help 
me in my search When I completed my list. I had 
found about .HJU potential parents. 

I fuund tidbits of Information about each and 
began to notice that some of the people In the plaza 
that day were less likely than others to be the parents 
or escorts nr the little girl. 

A major (tercentage of the total number of 
witnesses were city workers (the plaza in downtown 
Dallas where President Kennedy was killed was part of 

( ivic ' colon Hie mayor of Dallas wanted to give 
the prc« ident as warm a welcome as possible, therefore, 
muny city workers were given five or ten minutes off * 
to go see the president pass by. I knew that few If any 
of them had time to go gel their families. So I crowed 
them off my list 

Next. I eliminated all security personnel. No on- 
dut\ guard wanted to split his attention between 
prelecting the president and watching his own kids 
Fur (hit; reason. I dropped all county deputies, city 
polici*. secret service, ond firemen helping to control 
llu* crowd. 

Sim e I felt that It was most likely that the girl's 
parents escorted her to the plaza that day. 1 cut from 
my list the names of all the witnesses who approximate- 
ly ton years Morn were not of child-bearing age. The 
range of possibilities became smaller. 

Pirn use the In tie girl was white. I dropped all non- 
white witnesses from my list. 

More than anything else, it was my dream to go to 
Dallas tnvself and question witnesses whose testimony 
wns never taken by the Warren Commission. 

My mother was leery. All my arguments and 
pl* nding were without success. 1 was not to go to Dallas. 

It was just too expensive a trip for a 15-year-old to take 
on a w ild goose chase/* 1 had to prove, to her that my 
trip was li serious venture which would pay off. 


I croti-feferenced my lirf to a current Dallas city! 
phone book to find each witness* present address! 

l ?i° rtUnars!y * ° n,y haI,r WLTe 1 used *hes< 
addresses fo send each person a letter requesting an 
interview. * > 

, i 

f * » 

As the responses came back. 1 showed my mother 
letter after letter of accepfance, 25 in ail. which I had 
received over the course of two months. It had taken 
that time to wear her down, but she finally gave in[ 
with the provision that she Join me in my journey, *? 
only as an Interested onlooker. I readily accepted oil 
her terms. 

i 

Six days before Christmas in 1975, I flew to Dalla* 
to try to uncover what millions of government dollare 
and endless man hours of research had failed to find. ! 

» 
i 
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M Y THREE-DAY TRIP to Dallas was aj 
marathon run around town meeting with 89 
many assassination eyewitnesses as possible,' 
in the hope that one of them. Just one* 
might know the litUe girl. i 


I interviewed witness after witness In my hotel a* 
well as In their homes and offices. When I Interviewed 
a witness at bis office, that usually meant going to tb3 
assassination site because some people still worked 
where they did in ,1963. • 

i 

As I went from witness to witness. I would ask! 
whether they personally knew Lee Harvey Oswald (tor 
some had the opportunity to work wiih him in thd 
Texas School Book Depository), how many shots thejl 
heard, and If they knew the Mule girl In the Zapruded 
film, of which I had still photos. J 


Every evening I d sit for two hours trying to caltf 
those witnesses who never wrote back to me. I founc< 
that even though they did not take the time to write a! 
letter hack to me. some witnesses were more than* 
willing to see me for a few moments. Even when they} 
couldn’t see me, I d ask if they knew who the little girt 
was, . ® - 


, • . • ♦ .'1 | 

On the morning of my departure froirDallas I hart 
two last Interviews and then I would have to face It. Mv{ 
dreams of finding the little girl were fading fast t 
consoled myself with the thought thftThad recorded 
the eyewitness accounts of many who had never been! 
questioned before. 

■’ i 


Mom and f arrived at the home Of my next to-last' 
witness Once again I pointed to the stills Of the little* 1 
girl tracking the limousine, and a$ked Phil Willis ‘Do! 
you know this little girl?*’ " ^ . 

That s my daughter, Rosemary he answered. > 

1 had found her at last. Her father, in fact both! 
parents, had been on the plaza that day and had taken! 
their daughter with them. Phil WUlis had also taken ht* 
camera. He was responsible for some of the most! 
important photographs of the assassination. 


“Can I talk to Rosemary?” 1 asked, my heart* 
pounding. He picked up the phone, dialed her number! 
and handed me the receiver after a brief introduction J 

t 

I have to be careful not lo lead my witness in any* 
way. 1 thought, as I crossed the room to take the phone ' 

p 

PAVIHUl: Rmemarv rtn vo?i ri'rnnmlv»r mnnlri •?» 




til Ikiil'.v I’ltt it tnldu.l ’(>■ Pnn-.itfwil •> '•Mr? < 

t 

I 

KO ■»*•>! AH* V«* 

i 

ii.\Vii: 1.* 1 'Vliv were you doing that" j 

r 

• • 

Host V \jtV ] was Irvin/? to keep up with him. ; 

The 5 >i.irmt»i hm! n.utie to ask the filiation which I; 
had nr.* I*M irti^i i.iiK'v to hear answered 

OAVlft l.t:i Why did you stop running 

RUSfMAftN : I stopp* d when I heard the shot 

With this simple reply the firing of »be first shot 
was pushed hac k lo a moment before the frame in 
which she* had s»*?p|iefl running, before frame 198. 
thereby leaving ?ncmch time for a single assassin to 
have flrH all »he shots. *; 

No longer could there by an\ doubt that thr llttlei 
clrl had stopped running in reaction to a rifle shot. Her; 
reaction, seen on the fltiu was the first visible reaction; 
to the sodnd of the fir*! shot an«l she had confirmed it* 
as so. J 

It was apparent that the assaspinatlon^tlld not have; 
to be a conspiracy, simply because tMire was not' 
enough time between the shots. All those who argued • 
for conspiracy on this ba?ls. including niyscP. wouldj 
have to rethink their theories. 

lo t ingfiln 
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David Lufs inscstlgatwtv and' 
findings were brought If* the atton* * 
tion or ;be Hcuiro- Seine! Committee 
on AsMusKinations and he wau» tovU' n 
cd to preserd hte flndiij^ to thd / 
committee to the fall of lflftB. Ltd, 
by then « frc*)un»n at Brown 
University, journeyed V> Washing- F- 
ton nnd present*^ bis material to - 
the coffi i mb vee fiufr-! •*, 

-4* t, s ■ ■ 

Ai vlitnail/ihe same time* two 

fcoutith h! cT.prirt'j, Mil k R. Welbi^ 
ami fcrne.s*; Asclikenasy,. were 
pree»' 0 «<ug tesinnOuy aud evidence 
to the committee that gunshots 
indicating a second wore • 

auftiCle on ndtopubji top* of DuUgjt 
f edit e. Departtn mvitertju . tritffc Chit 
the dev of Uw a$*u*4u*i.ton.« j \ro* 
fib 

\bc [H iscnbulou of rb<3 fcJOu* y; 
tu it r sf ieotbtst was perfipufive / 
«mc»itg)i for >h* contnjhtie tier c<tojh t 
cindo CM! Jofen*F. 'Kennedy “was ; 
nrof»3bly ^swwsloated a ti a resit)* of 
? conspiracy/’ * *J . v\£*>V*‘- 


. f.'avui lad was never told how 
m-klt wviglit was 1 given hts foulr 
W® ‘ , ; . 

Haifa* department radio 
Tp&daUsts hnvtr continued to' dlV 
(line ihe (‘Tiding of. the. acoustical 
eontuuding the wfltorey- 

. . t. u. 4 M. . M.l<t '«Uih»iika. 



suwjife* raw; 
. ondunHa and > 
bf-Unrt o im\M 


l»Wied up 1W pti^po^MJ -ittfishat 
v, repoftt wwactrtiwy two mlV away ; 
froth the AgMtsduatltm sc<?ne • <'’ 

; ** " . V*r « ' ’i 

Represcidlpfi Unifci Stokes (D* 
OliicX * rMaifiiwd v.df.. tho uowkIJ^ 
iwndcd wmxwttee; b eirpefted to 
cull n presM ronferenco miate June 
or early July to rc-ieow fhe cptmiiiV 
tec s official , report 
exti^etfU tn he largfd^la^r.cl^kiv'e, 
but to lean ^w^rd ti^'^on^nucy 
cvnif>raiorl. t ' " 

/•’ <f f < 

Ro*»mtxry WUli* far- nan/ a Haltaa i 5 
scIkidHwW. Ort Jnn.ie tlieMteib 
b^j married to f honias Lynch Roach t 
III. The couple plans to live to * 
Amarillo. 
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Witness Rosemary Willis of Dallas was never coiled to testify about the assassination 
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HoM V \hY i u as trying to keep up with him. ; 

I s t * moment hid ftirno to ask the question w hich Ij 
hat! tr;jv» led ?“t)i» rti !»♦.". to hear answered 

! 

a 

l>A V!!> M'l Why d:d you stop running 7 

HOSI* MARY: I stopped when I hea r d the* shot 

With this simple tcply the flrtug of ‘he first shot 
was pushed hat k to a moment before the frame in 
which she had stopped running. before frame 198. 
thereby Iravine enough time for a single assassin to 
have fired all 1 h«* shot 1 *. ; 

j\u lorgrr mmiH there hy ao 1 , doubt that the little! 
pjrl had shipped running in reaction to a rifle shot. Her; 
renc lion, seen qn ihe film was the first visible reaction; 
to the pod ml of the ?irM shot and she had confirmed it* 
as so. J 

It was apparent that tin* assassination did not have; 
to be a conspiracy, simply because thfre was not;* 
enough time between tli** shots. All t baser w ho arg’iedj 
for conspiracy on this ba:ds. including myself. would» 
have to rethink their theories. 

Ion -f#»gW#» I iw*; 
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David. IjuW investigation and 
finding were brought to tho allorv 
tion of ;be HougfrSrtairt Comnil tleo v 
on Asmissiuations and h* ww ll&vR- ,i 
cd to present hlfl findit^to thd »‘ 
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ton nnd printed, he material to * 
the corn mil vee fitaf(? ; y : v . * - 
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